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PREFACE. i. 


" Flatter myſelf that JI need make very 

little Apology for the Defetts of Style &c. 
which moſt likely will be diſcovered in the fol- 
lowing Pages; judging, that as theſe may be 
naturally expected, ſo they will be readily ex- 
cuſed in the Man, «who writes mare from the 
Nature of his Buſineſs, than that of bis Ed- 
ucation, and I flatter my Self, that thoſe 


for whom this little Treatiſe is chieflly inten- 


ded, wwill not take Offence at my attempting 
to give Inſtruftions on ſo trifling a Subject; 

ic being one of thoſe Species of Knowleage, 

(however conventent) of which it is no Diſ- 
qualification in a Gentleman to be ignorant ; 

Therefore hope, if what is bere ſet down be 
in any Meaſure productive of a Conveniency, 
which hath been ſought after, that this At- 
tempt will be ora received by thoſe, 
whom I am ambitious to Pleaſe ; more eſpeci- 


ally, as I reſolve not to miſlead any one who 


may favour it with a Peruſal, by ſuppoſed 
Advantages in any particular Method, which 
neither Reaſon or Experience will counte- 


nance. Thus the Glare of abſtruſe Cnjectures 
and ſtrained Concluſions concerning the Ef 


Fects of Nature, (which may ſometimes be re- 


ceived as Proofs of a deep diſcerning Mind, 
will 
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will ſeem wanting; this, however, I can 
the more readily yield to, being much leſs 
folleitous to appear Wiſer than Tam, than 
leſs Honeſt than I ſhould, and ſhall not be jo 
much diſatisſied in being known to want ſome 
of that Knowledge which the Undertaking 
required, than in being ſuſpected of Diſinge- 
nuity in what I advance. 

1t is an Obſervation within the Scope of 
every one's Notice, that moſt People diſcover 
a Deſire of being informed by the Perſons 
with whom they Deal, concerning the Man- 
agement, Tie, and Application, of the Ar- 
ticles they baue Occaſion to purchaſe ; this 
is particularly the Caſe with reſpect to Raz- 
ors; but I fear, the Interrogations thereon, 
are anſwered for the moſt Part with ſo bad 
a Grace, (and this for want of an Ability, 
which T concieve, 1s very excuſable in Me- 
cbanics, ) that very few judge ſo favorably of 
our Inſtructions, as to ſuppoſe them worth re- 
taining; I am convinced however, I have 
reaſon to complain of this Deficiency in my- 
ſelf, which was one Motive that reſolved me 
on this Attempt, which with all its Faults, 
1 hope will be ſomewhat better, than any 


Thing 
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Ming Icould jay, when I had not the Op- 
7 portunityof Time to preponderate the Subject, 


and Place my Thoughts in ſome Degree of 


Order. It is certain if the Inſtructions ne- 
ſelſary to be given with Reſpect to Razors, 
A4 not influence a Gentleman regard, he may 
be often excited to a Condemnation of them; 
when perhaps, and too frequently, a judicious 
Application would have intituled them to his 
Approbation, in which Caſe, it is as 1mp9ſ= 
ble, but that the Tradeſman's Character 
* muſt ſuffer, as it is to make a Razor or any 
other Inſtrument effett it's Purpoſe, without 
regard being had to that particular Method, 
which only can impower it to act; this I hope 
to be able to demonſtrate, by ſome familiar 
Inſtances in the following Pages; for the 
preſent, I ſhall only obſerve, that tho (from 
ſecret Cauſes in Nature) it may ſometimes 
bappen, that the moſt circumſpect Workman 
may miſs his Aim in the Perfecting of a Ra- 
Zor, ſtill it is reaſonable to conclude, that, as 
this Branch of Buſineſs has been exerciſed ſuch 
a Number of Years, and the Methods of tem- 
pering Steel to ęvery Degree of Hardneſs, 
are ſo certainly eſtabliſhed, the too common 

Failure 


iv. PIN B. FA CE: 


Failure thereof, is more likely to be accounted 
or in an undue Application, than in any 
Inability or Remiſſneſs in the Mater; If this 
be credited, I truſt it will ſuggeſ? a ſufficient 
excuſe for an Attempt of this kind ; as while 
the Inconvenience appeared 3 it 
could not but ſeem reaſonable to endeavour to 
point out the Remedy. And tho' probably, 
many of my Brethren of the Trade may be. 
more capable of the Task, yet as no one has 
hitherto undertaken it, I hope my being the 
firſt in the Attempt, will not create any un- 
friendly Impreſſions in them, eſpecially, as one 
of my principal Endeavours, rs to leſſen the 
Odium of Inſufficiency in the Razor Makers, 
and remove the Cauſe, from which T FER 
their Characters have ſuſtained ſome Damage 


Kr) 
Br . 
Of the CHO ITC E of RAZORS. 


— HE Choice of Razors, I imagine, is a 


Gentleman, than the Choice of the Perſon of 
whom he means to buy them; and he who fixes 


well with regard to the Latter, need give him- 


ſelf very little Trouble about the other; for if 


the Seller is a Man acquainted with the manu- 
> facturing, and a Perſon of any Degree of Re- 
> putation, he will not (unleſs he be an abſolute: 
Fool) ſuffer any Gentleman to make choice of 


a Razor which he has any Reaſon to ſuſpect will 
not ſucceed; and this for two Reaſons, the one, 
that he is liable to ſuffer in the Opinion of his 
Cuſtomer, which muſt appear a Matter in 
which his Intereſt is more connected, than in 
ſelling a bad Razor for a good Price; and the 
other, that he entails a 'Trouble upon himſelf, 
not a little diſagreeable, and not at all Advan- 
tageous; I mean the exchanging of Razors : 


And I believe I may venture to anſwer for the 


whole Fraternity, who are really the Manufac- 
turers, that there is not one but is willing to ex- 
change Razors which do not meet with Appro- 
bation, and repeat the like, (allowing for any 


= 


Damage they may have ſuſtain'd in their To 
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Circumſtance of much leſs Concern to a 
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*till the Purchaſer is ſufficiently contented with 
his Bargain; which in Fact, is the only Method 
whereby we can depend upon givingSatisfaction, 
for it has not been found (hitherto, that even 
good Razors are generally ſo; that is, a Razor 
which will retain its Edge a long While, and 
cut exceedingly ſmooth with ſome Faces, will 
perform very indifferently when applied to o- 
thers; of which I have known repeated Inſtan- 
ces: Tam not capable of aſcertaining to any 
Degree of Preciſion, to what Cauſe this may 
be alledged, but it ſeems very probable, that 
the lax, or compacted Condition of the Beard, 
may require an Edge of a moderate or higher 
Degree of Temper.  ' | 
Perhaps what may have contributed not a little 
to raifing a general Piſtruſt of the Veracity 
of Razor Makers, is the very indifferent Work 
Gentlemen meet with, under the ſpecious Title 
of . Fritd and Approved Razors; which is of- 
ten publiſhed, and every Day exhibited in the 
Shops of Traders of all Denominations in this 
Metropolis: It eis eafy to conceive, that People 
of Trades ſo little connected with the vending 
of Razors as alb thefe are, could not attempt to 
appropriate to themſelves this Branch of Buſi- 
nets, but from Views the moſt ſordid and graſp- 
ing; and under the Direction of ſuch Principles, 
it cannot well be ſuppoſed, that they would af- 
ford the Man Who works for them, ſuch a Price 
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das might enable him (admitting his Abilities 
=> ſufficient) to perfect his Work with that At: 
tention and Care it requires: I could not for- 
bear upon this Occaſion, to mention theſe 
= Grievances, ' which our Trade has long in Si- 


lence laboured under; and which it remains for 
us to hope, will be diſcountenanced by thoſe 
Gentlemen, in whom alone the Remedy ſubſiſts. 
I[t appears by what has been ſaid, that the 


[ Choice of a Razor may be quite as well left to 


the Maker, as determined by the Purchaſer : 
However it ſometimes happens, that (excluſive 
of its Goodneſs) the Weight, the Fulneſs, the 


> Poiſe, &c. Sc. of a Razor, are Circumſtances 


which ſeem to claim Acquaintance with partt- 
cular Hands; and with Regard to theſe, every 
one will do well to ſuit himſelf. 3 
I have lately ventured, notwithſtanding the 
long eſtabliſhed Notion, that Weight is a very 
requiſite Property in a Razor, to recommend 
thofe that are very deficient in this Reſpect ; 
for which I will take this Opportunity to offer 
my Reaſons. + * 0 n 
Perceĩving that Weight and Magnitude were 
Properties that could not fail to render a Gentle- 
man's Equipage very burthenſome, I have in 
all my Plans, confined myſelf to a very ſmall, 
Scale; I found however, it was impoſſible to 
conttive any Thing that would be no ways in- 
convenient in the Pocket, unleſs 1 reduced the 
. B 2 common 
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common Size of Razors; and conſidering there. ? | 
. of, I convinced myſelf this might be effected, * 1 
{gy circumſcribipg in any Meaſure their [I- 
n 57 E n Th 4 
It does not appear upon conſidering by wharn 
Means a Razor acts, that its Ponderoſity can be 
very aſſiſting in the Operation, the Performance 
depending upon the Conditions of its Edge ab- 
ſtractedly from its Weight. Weight can only 
aſſiſt when Force is requiſite; as for Example; 
in dividing a tough Piece of Stick, we ſhall 
find that the Edge of a Knife (however ſharp) 
cannot make its Way through ; it therefore be-. 
comes neceſſary to give it a ſmart Stroke with 
the Arm, and by means of accelerating the 
Motion of the Inſtrument, which is nothing 
more than applying it with anIncreaſe of Weight 
it becomes equal to the Taſk: The Weight of 
all cutting Inſtruments, ſhould be adapted ac- 
cording to the Nature of their acting; and thus 
if the Beard could be only hewn or chopped off, 
certainly a Hatchet with a ſharp Edge, would 
anſwer the Purpoſe better than a Razor. On 
the contrary, if the Beard may be eraſed by an 
unforced Inciſion, (which is certainly the Caſe) 
an Inſtrument of no conſiderable Weight with 
a proper Edge, will always deſerve the Prefer- 
ence; for the Hand having nothing to overcome 
in point of Weight, performs with much more 
exactneſs and eaſe, than it poſſibly can When 0 
1 | — * cels 
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feels the Oppreſſion of Weight i in the Inſtrus 


ment it is to manage. 


I judge it cannot be thought any Advantage 


3 to a Scythe, whoſe Buſineſs bears ſome Similari- 
ty to that of a Razor, to be very maſſy; as it 


will appear on the ſlighteſt Conſideration, that 
the ſevering of the Plant is effected by the 
keenneſs of the Edge, without the Aſi Aan of 


; any more Weight than it partakes of, in being 


applied to the Graſs ; nor can it be ſuppoſed, 


4 that the Falcation would be in the leaſt facilitat- 
eq, by the Addition of any Degree of Weight 


whatever, to the Scythe: Hence it appears, 


that with reſpect to thoſe Subſtances which have 


not ſolid Strength to reſiſt a Sharp Edge, (and 
the Beard is certainly one of thoſe) RESIN. is 
no eſſential Quality in the Inſtrument uſed u 
them. The Penknife might be alſo inſtanced Tn 
this Occafion, being an Inſtrument which Acts 
independent of Weight : Many other Examples 
could be added, but theſe will be ſufficient to 
pore, that in all unforced Inciſions, a proper 
ge will be able to perform its Buſineſs with- 
out any Aſſiſtance from Weight of Metal. | 
I cannot forbear recommending the Razors 
avid of Caſt-Steel, in Preference to all other, 


they being much better united in their Subſtance, 


much leſs disfigured with Foulneſs and droſſy 
Veins, and always (when wrought with that ex- 


4 draordinary Care which this Steel particularly 


(requires 


(6) 
requires) free :from thoſe viſible Pores, which 


cannot fail to affe the Delicacy-'of' the Edge, 


and whick it is very rare ne to _ 7 0- 
cher Steel free from. ” 


There are Some, who entertain Dots: con» 
Seni the Reality of Caſt-Steel; and I have 
heard it aſſerted, There could be no ſuch 
« Thing as Caſt-Steel-Razors, and if there we re, 
« it would be impoſſible they could be good.“ 
This Conjecture, falſe as it is, ſeems notwih⸗ 
ſtanding, to have had a reaſonable Motive; as 
I ſuppoſe it muſt have ariſen from a Miſtake, 
which many Razor-Makers have over-looked, 

aving affixed to their Signs © Caft Steel Razars 

ade here. Which Term doubtleſs, may be very 
well thought to convey a Notion, that the Razors 
themſelves were actually caſt in a Mould, | in the 
Shape and Subſtance they appear in; and if this 
was rhe Caſe, they would be good far. very little 
indeed: However, I would have it underſtood, 
that what is thereb 3 are RAZORS mad 
of CAST STEEL, ſuch as are poten Xn 
from the Bar of Stcel, which. has undergane, 
the Proceſs of Fuſion, "and by being mixed with 
ſome well choſen Subſtances, is very much pu- 
rified from all droſſy Matter, which therefore 
cannot fail to effect a cloſer | Union of oj 
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> Particles, The extraordinaty Reſiſtance this 
Steel has againſt the Hammer, (which thoſe 


By 
F4 
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who have work'd it muſt be convinced of) is 


a demonſtrative Proof of its compactedneſs, and 


news its ſuperiority to all other, partaking leſs of 
the Quality of Iron; on which Account, it is 
very natural to apprehend, that an Edge made 
thereof, muſt be more reſiſtable and laſting, 
than that of common Steel. I will only add, 
that the Difference between a Razor made of 
Caſt Steel and one of common Steel, may be 
= eaſily perceived by looking attentively on each. 
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SH AVI NG-POW DER. 


THERE are ſeveral Sorts of Sope at preſent. 
in Requeſt ; and tho” I cannot diſtinguiſh 
by any particular Name, which is beſt for Uſe, 
yet this may be depended on, that That is moſt 
ſuitable for the Purpoſe which infuſes itſelf moſt 

in 
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in the Water, and makes a Lather of the great? 
eſt: Conſiſtence, and ſuch as will ſupport itſelf 
the longeſt after the Action of the Hand ceaſes 
that made it: And I fancy that all other Diſ- 
tinctions of Sope, are chiefly on Account of 
their odoriferous Qualities; and with Reſpect 7: 
to theſe, the Noſe muſt be every One's Arbi- 
n hal e ; 
As Lather is the proper Vehicle of the Beard, 
the more copioully it is applied, the leſs pain- 
ful the Operation will be; for by this the Taſk 
of the Razor is much eaſed, and the Pain the 
Face ſometimes ſuffers, will be very ſupportable 
even with the tendereſt Skins, and with others, 
fcarcely felt at all. hog ; 
Previous however to the applying the Lather, I 
would recommend the waſhing of the Face tho- 
roughly with warm Water & Sope, (in hot Wea- 
ther cold may do) and wiping it quite dry, as if 
that Part of Preſs was finiſhed 3 by thisMethod, 
any little Particles of Duſt, that impercepti- 
bly ſettle about the Beard, (and which cannot 
fail to dull the Edge of a Razor) are removed, 
the Beard is ſoftened, and the Skin is in a ſoft 
rendered inſenſible of the Sciſſure which is to 
follow: Whether I may be exactly right in te 
Manner of my accounting for the Means of 
procuring Eaſe by this Method, I will not take 
upon me to determine by any other Rule than 
1 my own Conjequres: I am thoroughly con- 
| vinced 
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* 5 = | |; 4 92 
viyced however, that it is an infallable Way to 
llleſſen the Pain felt in ſhaving ; and which I am 
3 perſuaded every one will be confirmed in, who 
judges ſo favorably of my Advice as to afford 
it an Experiment. = £ 
UC 3 SHAVING POWDER is an Article in 
much Eſteem, and as a ſmall Quantity only is 
required at a Time, it is rendered very portable, 
and being always uſed with a Bruſh, is account» 
= ed more cleanly than Sope ; & theſe are I believe 
all theCommendations at deſerves; for thoſe who 
have tried both, have generally found, that the 
2 Lather raiſed from Sope exceeds that of the 
> Powder, and being applied with the Hand, 
never fails to ſoften, the Hair in a much greater 
Degree than the Bruſh is capable of: This Ad- 
vantage however, will appear to ſome to have 
very little Weight, as when the Face is not 
tender and the Hair not obſtinately hard, no o- 
ther Precaution is neceſſary, than juſt to mind 
that the Razor is in a Condition to cut, and 
= properly applied for that Purpoſe; and whether 
the Lather be raiſed from Sope or Powder, ad- 
= miniſtered with the Hand or with the Bruſh, 
will be to them a Matter of very little Con- 
cern; and I muſt mention once for all, that 
= theſe Directions are only calculated for thoſe, 
* whoſe tenderneſs of Skin requires every Method 
than can be deviſed, to leſſen the Pain of an 
Operation, which Cuſtom renders neceſſary ſo 
Ry C often 
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often to repeat. I mall finiſh this Chapter „ 

obſerving, that a very ſmall Quantity f Wa- 
ter will ſuffice to als a Lather with the Pow- 
der, (ſo much thereof as may be contained on a 
Shilling being only uſed at a Time) and the 
worſt Circumſtance that can attend it, I its 
being too much liquified. = 
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"RAZOR STRAPS, 


AND THE 


- Met bod of U/mg them. 


AVING already given Directions for he | 
Choice of Razors, and ſpoken of the | 3 
roperties of Sope, as well in the Subſtance as ? 
Powder, nothing now is wanting to com- 
lete the Equipage but the Addition of a Razor 
ee On this ; Subject I rather chooſe to Rea- 
ſoh than Direct; and therefore ſhall be ſatisfied 7 
in giving only a few Intimations of what ſhould 
Be avoided, without particulariſing any one Sort 
a> 2 
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das intituled to a Preference; and I hope by 
this Method, to eſcape being ſuſpected by my 
Brethren, of inſinuating the Excellencies of 
thoſe I make myſelf, above all others. 
be Amidſt the vaſt Variety of this Commodity, 
its it can hardly be ſuppoſed but that there is a Dif- 
Ference in point of Value; yet among ſo many 
eminent Geniuſes, who have benttheir Purſuits i 
the Diſcovery of a Noſtrum for quickening the 
Edge of a Razor, it would require more than 
the Portion of one Man's Underſtanding, to 
decide to whom the Preference is due; and as 
this Study is become ſo general, as to engage 
the Attention of Men of all Profeſſions ; I ap- 
4 R that we ſhall ſcarcely ever ſurvive the 
evolution of the Moon, without being abſorb- 
ed in Wonder at ſome new emerged Philoſo- 
her, on account of his intereſting Diſcoveries 
in this Science; and in a Knowledge that in- 
creaſes ſo faſt, it is better to ſuſpend One's 
Judgment about the Merits of thoſe whoſe At- 
tentions are devoted to it, leaſt at the Termina- 
tion of every Month, we ſhould find as much 
Reaſon to change our Opinion, as we did before 
to embrace it. ns a ee 
7 bY the Reaſon why this Knowledge 
increaſes ſo much faſter than any other, 18 
that the Study of it is connected with almoſt e- 
very ſort of Buſineſs alike; inſomuch that a 
yet, it is not clearly decided, whether the manua 
oh C2 Op- 
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Operations of the Powder-Puff, the Myſtery 


of Mop- making. or the manufacturing of Cab- * 


Inets, convey. the greater Degree of Intuition 
in this Science. # | 
_ Nay, ſo great is the Defire Men have of ex- 
tending this Knowledge, that their Principles 
ſeem no leſs affected than their Profeſſions; thus 
we find, the Jews have made it a Point of Du- 
'ty to accommodate the Chriſtians in this Parti- 
cular. How admirable it is, to behold the Ta- 
lents of Pomatum & Razor-Strap-making, both 
ſhine forth in the Mind of a learned Hebrew! 
Ir was not my Intention to ſatyrize on this 
Occaſion, but the Subject ſcemed ſo aptly adapt» 
ed for it, that I was led to it in a Manner with- 
out my own Conſent ; and this I hope will ex- 
cuſe me to the Reader, for the Liberty I have 
taken with his Time. 1 
I cannot help reflecting with ſome Concern, on 
the Supineneſs of the Razor Makers in general, 
who have tamely yielded up a Branch of Buſi- 
neſs (which apparently belonged to them) to the 
Management of every idle Profeſſor ; nay even 
become Cuſtomers to the very People who have 
pirated this Branch out of their Hands. 
Nothing to be ſure can be more reaſonable, 
than to ſuppoſe, that they who are the actual 
Makers of Razors, are thoſe who ought to be, 
and are beſt informed of what is moſt beneficial 
$0 their Edges ; and 1 make no doubt, that a 
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Proper Exertion among the Razor-Makers in 
this Reſpect, would very ſoon be countenanced 


bu by the Favor of the Public. 


I will not deny, that a Man of any Profeſ- 


Z fion who has made Metals his Study, and who 
has acquired a Knowledge of the Properties of 
Steel, may very likely hit upon a Compoſition 
that may anſwer the Purpoſe, and if this be 
the Caſe of any of the Gentlemen, who have 
2 ſer forth thelnfallibility of theirlnyentions in this 
Reſpect in the Daily Papers, I will not diſprove 
their Qualifications; but ſhall inſiſt, that a Man 
will hardly be lucky enough to fix on a Compoſi- 
tion exactly ſuited to a Razor, who is not tho- 
4 roughly acquainted with the Properties of its 


Z Subſtance, and the Nature of its Temper. 
lf the Compoſition with which a Strap is 
prepared, be of too eating a Quality, its Nature 


4% approaches too near that of a Hone ; which, 
thoc' it never fails to give a quick keen Edge, 
= ſcarcely ever affords that ſmoothneſs and ſolidi- 


ty which are eſſential, not only to its — 
pleaſantly, bur alſo to its Duration. 
It will require equal Caution however, to a- 


; void the other Extreme; for if the Compoſiti- 


on be too ſoft and ineffectual, it will be altoge- 


3 ther as bad; and inſtead of making an Edge to 
2 Razor, will deprive | it of what it may have 
= had befare 1 and it is a Maxim, in this Particu- 


lar commonly true, that what does no good to a 


4 Razor, ſeldom fails to do it harm. Next 


note. 
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Next to the Compoſition, the Leather claim 
dur Attention; which ſhould not be too rough 
left it ſet in Waves on the Surface, and thereby 2: 
act unequally on the Edge; nor too compacted, 
leſt it forbid the Admiſſion of ſo much of the 
Compoſition as is neceſſary to meliorate its Nature. 


It has of late been very common with ſome 


ther is fixed, ſufficiently thin, ſo as to render it 


elaſtic; upon a Suppoſition, that this yielding 


Quality is very aſſiſtant in making a fine round 
Edge: I cannot help thinking however, that 


this is a miſtaken Notion, for as the Leather 


with a proper Compoſition will always be ſuf- 
ficiently elaſtic and ſuſceptible of Preſſure, to 
reach the utmoſt extremity of an Edge, the 
reſt can only ſerve to round the Razor ſooner 
than need be, and make it require grinding be- 
fore its Time. The ill Effect of fuch Straps 
upon freſh ground Razors (whoſe Edges are al- 
ways very tender) 1s much to be apprehended, 

and I very much doubt, if the Razor was not 
applied with the greateſt Caution, but its con- 
vexity would be ſo far increaſed, as ſcarcely to 
eome under the Denomination of an Edge: 1 


will not deny but that ſuch Straps may have 


their Uſe, when a Razor has attained a very 
great thickneſs about the Edge; but as Gentle- 
mensRazors are ſeldom in this Condition, fo their 


In 


Makers, to leave the Wood, on which the Lea- $3 
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In Strapping a Razor it is neceſſary to ob- 
k © ferve, that the thick or hinder Part bears upon 
the Strap at the ſame Time the Edge does; for 
if the Back is raiſed, the Hand looſes its only 
Guide, and in that Caſe it could not fail of rex 
7 ceiving an Injury; but if the Razor is applied 
flat and the Strap a proper one, ten or twelve 
Strokes on each Side of the Blade, will be ſuf- 
rit © ficient to encreaſe its ſharpneſs. _ | f 
ng l have always given Directions to draw the 
nd Razor downwards, from the Termination; of 
at the Edge to the Point, having experienced that 
er this is the moſt ſteady Manner the Hand can 
f 7 
0 

Ie 

1 

Bb 


* a@tin; and it is an Obſervation pretty well e- 
flabliſhed, that any Thing may be drawn to a 
much greater exactneſs than it can be ſhoved; 
and in the preſent Caſe, was a Razor to be puſh+ 
ed upwards along the Strap, that is, from the. 
Point to the Termination of the Edge, there 
would be ſome Danger of its turning on the 
: Rivet, and cutting both the Leather and the 
t Fingers. To be as ſecure as poſſible in this 
Reſpect, it will be well to place the Hold juſt 
) 


above the Rivet, graſping at the ſame Time 
the Handle and that part of the Blade which 
iſſues from it. | | 
Some have approved this Manner of ſtrap- 
ping Razors from other Motives, & have judg- 
ed, that drawing the Razor downwards had 
ſuch an Effect upon the Particles which ** 
| N c 


( 16) 
the Edge, as to direct their Points upwards, i ig 
the ſame Situation in which the Teeth of a Saw 
are formed: I cannot for my own Part concejve, 
nor have I (notwithſtanding many Examinati- 
ons) found, that wearing away ſome Particles 
of Steel, can influence the Shape of thoſe which 
remain behind; z* nor am I inclinable to judge, 
that Steel (eſpecially when hardened) can be 
moved otherwife than by being removed: 
J will not pretend however, to much certainty 
in this Reſpect ; and moſt likely thoſe who are 
of a contrary Opinion, have had the Opportu- 
nity of boo nice Obſervations to fix their 
Judgments ; be the Fa& as it may, the Effet I 
fancy will not be found of much Conſequence ; 
for thoſe who find a Difference in directing the 
Razor upwards or downwards upon the Face, 
muſt poſſeſs the Senſe of feeling in a very emis 
nent Degree. 

The Manner in which a Strap (properly pre- 
pared) acts upon a Razor, muſt neceſſarily form 
an Edge moſt ſuitable for the Purpoſe, as it 
does not wear it away ſo faſt as the Hone, nor 
confine its Effect intirely to a Flat; for by the 
gentle Manner in which it performs, and being 
(as was before obſerved) in ſome meaſure yielding 
to Preſſure, it cannot leave that raggedneſs upon 
the Edge, which the Hone on account of its 
Quickneſs and the ſolidity of its Surface, is com- 
monly found to produce; at leaſt according to 
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(9) 
the general Method of uſing it, of which I ſhall 


. 


ſpeak hereaftet. 


— :, CY # 
* w , . 2 . - . . - * 1 - by 
AE 
. - - 
4 - P © AX FF. #3 4 4 » # — N 
£ ” N 0 
* 5 16 ng b , _y OW 
a N - n 
- * " 
Wy © 0 
2 
: # . - o 
0 * . by 
- . 
«WV ; 


o Fr 


1 Dipping a RAZ o into Ho t- Mater. 


THIS appears to have been an antient. 
and general Practice, and many pretend 


to have diſcovered the Benefit of it: It is not 
my Intention to diſcountenance an Aſſertion, 


2 which is delivered with ſuch an Appearance of 
2 Certainty, or in any Meaſure to Diſpute the 
Reality of the Advantage it is ſaid to procure z 
Z however, it will be permitted me (tho? it may 


not convey any Inſtructions to others) to enquire 


into this Phenomenon, whereby perhaps, I 
may be favoured myſelf with ſome Information 


3 from thoſe better acquainted with the Subject, 


There are, as I can judge, only two Effects 


1 that can be produced by this Method; the one, 


4 that the Heat of the Water inſinuates itſelf 
7 through the Pores of the Razor, and agreeable 
to it's natural Property 2 Expanſion, dilates 

lk f ee 100 


6486) 


it's Partieles; the other, that it is in a Manner, 4 


a fort of renew ing the Temper” which the 

Workman firſt gave it after it was rendered 
d. J 2 Deen CIs 1 

In Reſpect to the firſt Conjecture, it will be 


itt ſcarcely doubted, but that the Particles of the 
i Steel may be ęhlarged by the Heal of the Wa- 
1188 ter: but I apprehend, it will be very difficult 
"if to prove, that this Enlargement of Particles 
i does conduce to the rendering the Edge more 
. active or-keen. It. is always acknowledged. (and 
14 the Glaſs willfufficiently prove it) that the fineſt 
b Termination Steel will admit of, is no more 
5 than a ragged Border of unconnected Particles, 
1 or in other Words, a real Saw, tho' not dif=, * 
ö cetnable by the natural Sight: Hence it ſeems 


| 

| Vo * TYF 27 4 + 
reafonable to imagine, that the ſmaller the 
1 Teeth are, and the cloſer they unite, theſmooth-, * 
q 

| 

| 


* „ £ 


Aae pardonable in me to think, that the O: 


er they will wes, and therefore 1 hope, it will 
fation can not be benefited. by the Edge be- 


ing rendered mote courfe, rag 
1 * And further, if the Dilatation be general (as 
If ſcems teaſonable to ſuppoſe) it will affect the 
{ih Paiticles every. Way, and therefore that Edge 
0 which was made yery thin, and as it Was, loſt, 
V 
* the Hone or Strap, will obtain by Virtue of the 
Ui Heat, a Degree of Bteadth; and ſhould the 
if Multitude of ſmall Points that form the Edge, 
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d become lat, or rather round, it would be a 
little ſurpriſing that its Emmy Quality ſhould 
be increaſed. 

I am equally doubtful with Regard to the's: 
ther Conjecture, viz. © That putting a Razor 
„„ into hot Water, is in a Manner a ſort of 
„* renewing the Temper which the Workman 
” « gave it after it was rendered hard; admit- 
4 VB ing this was true, (which however ſeems to be 

' 8 otherwiſe) it would follow, that the Razor in 
= its primal State was too 'hard, and therefore re- 
2 quired ſoftening to make it perform the bet- 
„ter; and if dipping it in hot Water had the 
1 Power to leſſen its Quality of Hardneſs, we 
may very aptly conclude, that this being re- 
peated, would at laſt alter its Condition inrire- 
> 2 ty; and that in the Courſe of a Winter, a Ra- 
20or would become as. ſoft as when it left the 
Anvil, and conſequently uſeleſs ; which is not 
the Caſe; it being well known that a Razor, 
= even after much Wear, is better than when 
= new. 
have taken Notice of theſe two Conſiderations 
only, having never heard any other aſſigned; 
and not being Maſter of Philoſophy enough to 
: = ſuggeſt any new one upon the Subject: I will 
not deny however, that from ſome other Cauſe 
in Nature which I want Penetration to diſcover, 
it is probable this Effect may be produced; for 
it ſeems next to impoſſible, that ſo many ſhould 
2 2 


( 20) 


be miſtaken, who think they have experienced 
the Utility of the Proceſs ; and therefore I 
would not be thought to decry a Practice which 
Experience ſeems to approve; eſpecially as my 
want of Underſtanding, may perhaps, be the 


ception. | | 
Tho” I do not pretend to decide concerning 


ped-into hot Water; I am however very cer- 
tain, that the Strap may gain an Advantage 
from the Warmth of the Razor, more eſpeci- 
ally in cold Weather; when it is obſeryable, 
that the Ingredients with which Straps are pre. 
pared, become ſo very hard, as ſcarcely to have 


any Effect on the Edge; therefore the Warmth 


of a Razor after having been dipped in hot Was 
ter, carinot fail to ſoften its Texture and renew 
its Virtue ; ſome Moderation notwithſtanding 
muſt be uſed, for if it be too much heated, it 
will ſo far ſoften the Compoſition, as to cauſe it 
to clog and ſtick to the Razor in paſſing over it. 


CH A. 


only Circumſtance that puts it beyond my Con- 


the Benefit a Razor may receive by being dip- 
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3 AVING treated on every Thing neceſſary 
to complete the Equipage, and given Di. 
rections for ſtrapping a Razor, I am now na- 
© turally led, to ſpeak of the Manner in which 
its Application may rec:ive the great. it Af- 
ſiſtance. IF 
Nothing is more evident, than that the ſame 
= Inſtrument in different Hands, will vary con- 
= fiderably in its Performance; and whatever o- 
ther Reaſons may be aſſigned tor this Difference, 
I am inclin'd to believe that Management is moſt 
commonly the Cauſe. As Handineſs cannot be 
conſidered as aConcomitant of mental Perfection, 
(the wiſeſt Men being often deficient in it) fo ir 
= ſhould not give any one Offence, to ſuppoſe 
him wanting in this Reſpect, eſpecially as the 
Remedy in this Caſe will often require nothing 
more than his Conſideration, which he has only 
neglected from the triflingneſs of the N 1 
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The Direction in which a Razor ſhould be * 


applied, is the fame as. with all other Inftroments 


intended to cut: for Example, if we conſider 


in what Manner a Knife will. beſt effect its Pur- 
poſe with a Stick, we ſhall find it will be by 
directing the Edge exactly in a Line with the 


Back; this is equally neceſſary to obſerve, whe- 


ther the Intention be to go deep or cut ſuperfi- 


cially ; thus if the Rind or Bark only is to be 
taken off, the Knife in that caſe ſhould act al- 


maſt flat, for if. it was raiſed too much, one of 
theſe Inconveniencies would follow ; either the 


Bark would be ſcraped off by a tranſverſe Stroke 


of the Edge, (much to the Detriment of its 


Sharpneſs) or by purſuing the firſt Rule, of let- 
ting the Back follow in a Line with the Edge, 
the Inciſion would be much too deep for what 
was intended to be cut. . | 
In like Manner with Reſpect to a Razor, if it 
be conducted too flat, it does not attack the Hair 
where it is moſt capable of Reſiſtance, which is 
at the Root, and therefore it evades the Edge by 
bending down before it; and by this Method it 
perhaps will be neceſſary to carry the Razor o- 
ver the Part five or ſix Times, to take off that 
Quantity of Hair, which, admitting the In- 
ſtrument was properly directed, would be much 
better done by a ſingle Stroke. With Regard 
to the other Extteme, if the Back of the Ra- 
zor be too much elevated, and directed in a Line 
TN WIN 


q he: Particles po 


eka preſſed on the Hand, without gy Fear 
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41 ith the Edge; ĩt does not then appear intended fo 
much to cup the Hairias the Face, which will 


ove the worſt Evil of the too, as it certainly 
ill be thought better to leave ſome Hair on 
the Chin, than remove it at the Expence of 
ne's. Fleſh; If, : tho the Razor be held nearly 


3 erpendicular, yet at the fame Time, the Edge 


ind Back do not act in a Line, the Danger then 


pf cutting the Skin will be as little to be appre- 
ended, as the Probability of ſhaving clean, or 


Frithour giving Pam;theRazor in ſuchCafe, only. 


keting as a Scraper, whereby it can no leſs fail 


fret the Skin, than to deſtroy 1ts-own Edge. 
7 | have before obſerved, that I did not conſider: 

it very material, ahetbeohe Razor was directed 
upwards or downwards, as not conceiving that 
N inted themſelves more one 
Way than the other; I would have it remem- 


bered however, that it is extremely neceſſary to 
cChooſe one of the Methods; for if (as has been 


mentioned) the Edge is formed of ſmall Points 


or Teeth, they cannot act to any Advantage, 
without they follow each other; which will be 
pretty evident, When we conſider the Action of 
a. Saw, whoſe Teeth tho' preſſed on any ligne- 
Zous Subſtance) will do very 


J kttle towards its Se- 
paration, but once puſhed forward: will imme- 


Ware cut what. it is employed upon; and thus 


a Razor if held perpendicularly, may be mo- 


to 
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(24) 4 
of cutting the Part, but if the leaſt Aſſiſtance 
de given it to act, if it be drawn or forwarded 
in however ſmall a Degree, it will directly make 
it) Way through the Fleſh ; hence it will appear ry 4 ö 
that ĩt is really neceſſary to direct the Razor ei- 
ther upwards, br the contrary; in order to afford | | 
its Edge the full Power of Action. 4 

\ Having mentioned the Inconveniencies ariſ- I 
ing from an injudicious Method of directing the 9 
Razor, it now becomes neceſſary to point out. 
in what Manner its Application may be moſt 
certain of Succeſs; and ſince it appears, that 
ta hold it too flat or too elevated, is improper 
for the Purpoſe, I muſt recommend a Medium 
between the two Extremes, which I am perſuad -. 
ed, will always be moſt elegible; for then, the 
Edge need not attack ſideways as a Scraper, for I 
Fear of wounding the Face, or fromways ſo 
horizontally, as to miſs the Root of the Beard. 

It is extremely difficult to give preciſe Direc- / 
tions in Matters depending principally upon Self 
Conception, for where the Circumſtances of Ma- : 
nagement are very minute, it becomes almoſt 4 
as impoſſible as it would be tireſome, to deſcend 
into every Particular. The greateſt Advantage 
therefore that can ariſe from this Chapter, is, 43 
that it may raiſe ſome ſort of Conſideration in 
thoſe, who have hitherto neglected the Subject, 
by which perhaps, they will de much better in- 
formed, than in any Thing! might add on this 

Head. I will 
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I will conclude this Chapter by obſerving, 


that it is always beſt (where the tenderneſs of 


the Skin, does not forbid it) to let the Razor 
i- meet the Hair, or (as moſt commonly expreſs- 
ed) to ſhave againſt the Grain; for there is a 

- FX Particularicy obſervable with Ref to the 
Beard, that where it is moſt capable of Reſiſt- 


*X ance, it is always eaſieſt overcome; its O 


= ſition ſerving no other Purpoſe than to facilitate 


its Removal: It is on this Account, that that 


XZ Part over which the Razor is to paſs, ſhould be 
; XF ſtretched moderately tight by a convenient Diſ- 


poſition of the Fingers, which in a Manner 
xing the Hair, gives the Razor the beſt Op- 


pPaortunity of acting to Advantage. 


LLEEAEAEL EX EXLLERERX EXERT 
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Grinding a Razor, 
FA RINDING a Razor is a Work of much 
Nicety, and I can venture to ſay, that 
few Men are capable of giving a Razor this Re- 


paration properly, except thole who are tho- 
| ro roughly 
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\ 


rougny able to make one; but unluckily, the 8 
0 


Price for this Work is fo very ſmall, that many 
are obliged to give it to their moſt ordinary 
Workmen, who on Account of their Inability, 
are entituled to very low Wages, and who, 
upon the whole, are not capable of grinding an 
Edge to any Prater of exactneſs, which how- 
ever is very effential to the Inſtrument now 
fpoke of, and without which it is hardly poſſible 
to ſet it on the Hone, in a Manner that may 
more its cutting well. 4 
For my own Part I have been ſo well con- 
vinced of this, and that it was impoſſible to da 
my Employer Juſtice, without being myſelf a 
Lofer, that J ventured to violate a Cuflom which 
ſeemed not only my Foe, but the Public's like- 
wiſe; for it is pretty evident, that tho* a Work- 
man might have ſome Difficulty. in raĩſing the 


Price, which perhaps was ſettled a hundred 


Years paſt, and therefore be induceſ to continue 
it as he found it; yet notwithſtanding, he 
would not often put up with the Loſs; and the 
Time of a good Workman would ſeldom be 
employed in grinding Razors at two Pence cach. 

The Fear of being ſuſpected of impoſing on 
the Public, and of diſobliging my Cuſtomers, 

evented me for a long Time from my Inten- 
tion of doubling the Price: I knew what I had 
to overcome, and was not without my Appre- 


henſions, that ſame of my Brethren who would 


not 
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Occaſion to make Inſinuations to my diſadvan 
tage; I rake this Opportunity however to ac- 
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"Wot chooſe to do the ſame, might Teize on that 
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nowledge, that this has not happened; and 
ould think myſelf very deficient in Point of 


Candor, not to declare the Injuſtice of my Suſ- 
Þ1cons,0n--that-Account.-_ + N 


bY * r + 4; | Pr > 1 : pw 2 — 
2X Tapprehend,” that at the Time the Price was 


fixed for grinding Razors, which (tho' it would 
be difficult to aſcęrtain the Date) was undoubt- 
Zedly a great many Years ago, a Maſter might 
afford to allot this Branch to his beſt Work- 
man, and be a ſufficient Gainer by the Buſineſs ; 


as the Journeyman's Pay then, bore no Propor- 


— 


tios to what it now is, and every Neceſſary of 


2 Life was conſiderably cheaper: This appears ſo 


plain an Argument in Favor of increaſing the 
Price for this Branch, as well as for almoſt aw 
other (moſt indeed have, and ſti!! do increafe 
Yearly) that I need not ſay any more in Defence 
of it; as dwelling on a Subject ſo manifeſt in 
itſelf, might be conſidered as treſpaſſing on my 
Reader's Time, or implying his Want of Diſ- 
cernment : I therefore will only obſerve, that a 
Work of any Degree of Nicety, in which two 
Men muſt neceſſarily be employed, can hardly, 
in the Eſtimation of any reaſonable Perſon, 
take ſo little Time, or require ſo ſmall A tter- 
tion, as to be afforded” for the Price of Two 
Pence; and I beg Permiſſion to ſay, that the 

| E 2 Man 
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Man who cannot fairly earn Four Pence in 
grinding a Razor, and making it fit for Uſe, | 'K 
mult be very deficient in his Buſineſs, and whom 4 
I thould greatly ſuſpect of being over paid, in 


F only half ** Price. | 2 
| = 

xXx x= KNAX A 
C HA p. VII. | 

| ' 
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SETTING a RAZO R. 
RIN DNG a Razor well, is certainly very 


G eſſential to its receiving a proper Edge 
from the Hone ; but if the Workman's Abilities © 


are defective in this laſt Operation of Setting, 
his former Time m op be conſidered as thrown 1 
away, as it is in no Condition for Uſe (however 
well ground) till it is properly ſet; Grinding 
being only the reducing the Thickneſs of the 
Razor, and wearing the Edge to a Degree of 
Exactneſs, as may render it capable to receive 
the Benefit of the Hone 3 this laſt Buſineſss 
therefore, is of the greateſt Conſequence, the 4 
Performance of the Inſtrument depending prin- 
cipally upon it. After 
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in 3 After a Razor is ground, its thinneſt Part ip-- 
Jſe, perfectly ragged, as neither the Stone or Emery 
om "Fan wear it away, without occaſioning a conſider- 
in ble roughneſs upon the Edge; the Intention 
"Wherefore of Setting a Razor, is to take away 
' Sts ragged Border, and give it a ſmooth and 
more reſiſtable Termination; this is ſometimes 
* geffedled by one Setting, but at others, accord- 
Ning to the Strength of the Beard it engages with, 
vill require a ſecond or third Tryal, after which 
the Strap ſhould be the only Aſſiſtance given it. 
Why J am for allowing a Razor to be repeat- 
Zedly Sett after Grinding, is from this Conſider- 
Zation, that till the Edge has acquired a certain 
Solidity, it ſelcom performs well, and it would 
be very tedious to wait the Effect of Strapping; 
for while the Edge is tender (which it always is 
when freſh ground) it muſt be applied very 
# moderately on the Leather; ſo that it would re- 
quire a length of Time, that cannot often be 
ſpared, to ſtrengthen the Edge by Means of a 
Strap, which is very ſoon done with the Hone 
this Moderation, which ſhould be obſerved in 
3 Strapp'ng a freſh Ground Razor, is the more 
Incceſſary, as otherwiſe, the Strap being very 
# ſuſceptible of Preſſure, would in a Manner en- 
compaſs the Edge, and thereby deprive it of 
too much of its Keenneſs. | | 
Tho' it appears, that there are Circumſtances 
which may render it neceſſary for a Gentleman 
to 
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to have a Hone in his Poſſeſſion, yet in general 


I am perſuaded, a good Strap is the only Thing 


required; and as its Uſe is much eaſier attained 
than that of the Hone, it undoubtedly deſerves 
the Preference; more eſpecially as the principal 


Occaſion for, and Nicety in Setting,, 1s imme- 
diately after Grinding, which always therefore 
falls to the Workman ; however, for the Inſ- 
ſtruction of thoſe Gentlemen, who may chooſe 
to be acquainted with the Manner of ſetting a 
Razor, I ſhall give the following Directions. 
I muſt be permitted on this Occafion, to make 
ſome Obſervations on a Rule, that 1s confidered 
as infallible; and to deviate from which, is vi- 
olating what has been ſucceſſively approved for 
Ages. If I am happy enough however, in 
giving ſufficient Reafons for a Particularity 1 
am about to advance, I ſhall think myſelf per- 
fectly ſecure of the Approbation of thoſe, who 
have a ſufficient Diſcernment, not to affix an 
unalterable Opinion to a Cuſtom, from no other 
Motive than its Antiquity. . 
The Manner of Setting a Razor, as I have 
conſtantly heard preſcribed, is to apply it flat on 
the Hone, obſerving (as was ſaid before with 
Refpect to the Strap) that the Back and Edge 
touch at the fame Time. Surely a Man without 
the Aſſiſtance of a ſupernatural Genius, may 
eaſily perceive, that tho? this may ſometimes be 
a proper Direction, it cannot however be always 
ſ0. 
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ſeldom take Place, as the Circumſtance that gives 
Dt Propriety, is very rarely found; it depending 
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b. I think I may venture to ſay, it can very 


pon the thickneſs of the Back being a 71 pro- 


portioned to the Breadth of the Razor; which 
Fo be rendered intirely convenient to the Hone, 


ould be either very maſſy or very narrow; | o- 
erwiſe, the Edge could not (by flat ſetting) 


pe rendered ſufficiently obtuſe, to perform its 
3 Buſineſs a ſingle Time, much leſs retain its Con- 


Nition. * 
1 It is very evident, that init this Manner 
; df ſetting Razors: was proper, with Reſpect to 

thoſe which had thick Backs, it muſt be quite 

The reverſe with thoſe of a thin make. Hence 

It appears, how injudicious it is, to lay it down 


F- 5 a general Rule; for the very Circumſtance 


that renders it elegible in the one Cafe, intirely 


1 3 it in the other; and I cannot help think- 
ing, that a Workman will be always nearer the 
Right, in conſulting his own Judgment in this 
3 atter, than in truſting indiſcriminately on the 


hickneſs of the Razor he has to Set. I will 


| not inſiſt, that it may be always neceſſary to raiſe 


the Back the whole Time of Setting, but am 


1 convinced, that there are very few Occaſions 


here it may be diſpenſed with in the finiſhing 


3 8 trokes: It muſt be acknowledged however, that 


F the Hand muſt be very ſteady, and not at all ſub- 
ect to vary in its Direction of a Razor, that is 
applied 
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juſt in as great a Proportion, as a fort of Edge 
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ſoon overcome every Difficulty. 


this I reply, It is on Account of the Difference | Z 


ſhould be allowed in this Buſineſs; a very ſmooth | 
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apphed on the Edge only; for otherwiſe, thel 
Inconveniencies in this Method, would be worl:| 
than thoſe it was intended to avoid in the other; 


is better than no Edge at all; a ſhort Practice 
however, and a little Confideration, will very 


It may very likely be aſked, how I came to 
give Directions for Strapping a Razor, preccl 
in the Manner which I condemn in Setting? to 


of their Natures, the Hone being a ſolid uny ield- 
ing, Subſtance, and the Strap (as has been before 
obſerved) an elaſt ic one: fo that it is as Re AJ 
fible the Strap ſhould make a flat Edge, as it is 
(allowing the Razor is applied Back and Edge) 3F 
the Hone ſhould make a round one. 3 

If a Hone be of a proper Temper, the Streſs 4 
in Setting need be very ſlight, as the Razor will I 
cling to ir, in a Manner which will wear the Edge 
away ſo faſt, that very little Force will be neceſ- 
ſary. Ir is impoſſible to ſay, how much Time | 4 


Edge being ſometimes obtained by Setting, in a 


third of the Time that it can at others; and 1 
have myſelf produced an Edge to a Razor in 
Ten Minutes, as much to my Satisfaction, as at 1 
another Time, with all my Attention, I have 
been able to do in Thirty. 
Thus having executed my Intention of giving | 
Directions 
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1 too inconſiderable to claim the Pen of the 


64 


Hirections in every Article relative to Shaving, 
Ind, conſcious of my Inability as a Writer, 1 
Fannot think of any Thing more needful to add, 
han to intreat my Reader's Excuſe, for the In- 73 
| ccuracies he muſt neceſſarily have diſcovered in 
he foregoing Pages; ; I ſay neceſſarily, know- 
Ing how impoſſible it is, for a Man of no greater 


ducation than myſelf, to be either very pleaſ- 


Ing in his Stile, or exact in his Grammar; con- 


inced of this, nothing ſhould have influenced 
e to the Undertaking, but the immediate Con- 
ection the Subject had with my Buſineſs; 
hich, however badly qualified I was to expreſs, 
eemed notwithſtanding, to fall within my Pro- 
ince, and the- more ſo, as being of a Nature 


arned. 
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